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PROCEEDINGS. 


FIRST  DAY. 


Mokning    Session. 

Bessemer,  Ala.,  October  25,  1900, 

1.  The  Bessemer  Baptist  Association  met  this  day  at  10:20 
A.  m.,  in  the  meeting-house  of  Pleasant  Ridge  Baptist  Church,  in  its 
First  Annual  Session,  (it  having  been  organized  October  IS,  1899,  at 
the  Bessemer  Baptist  Church, )  and  was  called  to  order — the  Mode- 
rator not  being  present. 

2.  A  prayer  and  praise  service  was  conducted  by  Bro.  M.  M. 
Wood. 

3.  After  the  prayer  service,  Bro.  O.  W.  Wood  was  called  to  the 
chair,  temporarily. 

4.  Letters  were  called  for  and  presented  from  the  Churches,  and 
the  names  of  Messengers  enrolled,  as  follows; 

Blue  Creek — 

Bessemer— Rev.  W.  R.  Ivey,  L.  P.  Craig,  M.  P.  Reynolds,  J.  E. 
Wilson,  T.  P.  Waller,  D.  B  Barnett,  H.  P.  Lipscomb,  T.  T.  Huey, 
O.  W.  Ward. 

Canaan— W.  T.  Crotwell,  L.  E.' Cooly,  Raleigh  Goodwin,  W. 
S.  Harrison. 

Dolomite— E.  J.  Barksdale,  S.  G.  Robertson,  J.  V.  Vines,  J.  O. 
Colley,  A.  J.  Smith,  F.  R.  McDonald.     Alternate— J.  C.  Vines. 

Jonesboro — T.  L.  Shaw  and  W.  F.  Bryant.  Alternates — J.  Z. 
Houston  and  T.  F.  Atkinson. 

Oak  Grove— J.  M.  Hyche,  J.  M.  Edwards,  J.  A.  Roberts,  M.  M. 
Gwin,  J.  C.  Rauy,  A.  J.  Striugfellow. 


Pleasant  Ridge — O.  J.  Waldrop,  C.  O.  Livengood,  J.  J.  Walker, 
Neuman  Huey. 

Union— W.  W.  Pearson,  C.  H.  Smith,  A.  B.  Harris,  R.  T.  Jones, 
D.  A.  Bailey.  Alternates — W.  A  Dunnani,  Wilford  Wood,  Jessie 
Meharg,  W.  D.  R.  Bain,  W.  D.  Bain. 

W3dam — Bro.  R.  A.  Baker,  Henry  Evans,  W.  F.  Baker. 

Upon  motion,  and  second,  the  regular  order  of  business  was 
suspended,  and  the  opportunity  was  given  for  application  for  mem- 
bership. 

Jonesboro  and  Union  made  application  for  membership. 

Upon  motion,  and  second,  the  following-named  brethren  were 
appointed  as  a  Committee  of  Investigation : 

O.  J.  Waldrop,  W.  R.  Iveyand  Bro.  J.  J.  Walker. 

The  committee  reporting  favorably — upon  motion,  and  second, 
report  of  committee  was  adopted. 

The  Moderator  announced  the  election  of  permanent  officers  in 
order. 

The  following  brethren  were  placed  in  nomination:  Revs.  M. 
P.  Reynolds  and  W,  R.  Ivey. 

Rev.  W.  R.  Ivey  was  elected. 

Upon  motion,  and  second,  Bro.  T.  P.  Waller  was  nominated  for 
Clerk. 

Upon  motion,  and  second,  Bro.  O.  J.  Waldrop  was  instructed  to 
cast  ballot  for  the  nominee. 

Upon  motion,  and  second,  Bro.  M.  P.  Reynolds  was  instructed 
to  cast  ballot  for  Treasurer — Bro.  Waller  being  the  only  nominee. 

The  Moderator  appointed  the  following  members  as  a  Finance 
Committee : 

O.  J.  Waldrop,  J.  J.  Walker,  W.  F.  Bryant. 

RECEIVED    CORRESPONDENCE. 

The  following  brethren  were  received : 

Rev.  W.  B.  Crumpton,  State  Mission. 

Bro.  Joe  A.  Howard,  Alabama  Baptist. 

Rev.  W.  M.  Blackwelder,  Birmingham  Association. 

Rev.  W.  S.  Brown,  Birmingham  Association. 

Rev.  M,  M.  Wood,  Birmingham  Association. 

Rev.  E.  E.  George,  Etowah  Association. 

Rev.  J.  W.  Stewart,  Orphans'  Home. 


Rev.  J.  D.  Martin,  Mud  Creek  A  ssociation. 

Rev. White,  Mud  Creek  Association. 

Bro.  R.  J.  Waldrop,  Birmingham  Association. 
Rev.  F.  S.  Farriugton,  Birmingham  Association. 

The  hour  having  arrived  that  the  Introductory  Sermon  should 
be  preached,  Bro.  M.  P.  Reynolds — being  the  appointee — invited  Bro. 
W.  B.  Crumpton,  who  accept ed,  and  preached  from  the  text  found 
in  John  xv.,  16:  "Ye  have  not  chosen  me,  but  I  have  chosen  you, 
and  ordained  you  that  ye  sin  mid  go  and  bring  forth  fruit,  and  that 
your  fruit  should  remain ;  that  whatsoever  ye  shall  ask  of  the  Father 
in  my  name,  he  may  give  it  you." 

May  God  bless  the  sermon. 

Bro.  M.  P.  Reynolds  thanked  Bro.  Crumpton  for  his  sermon. 

There  was  an  offering  taken  for  the  State  work,  which  amounted 
to  $9.10. 

Moved,  and  seconded,  that  we  adjourn  until  3:30  p.  >i. 

Motion  carried. 

Afternoon    Session. 

Prayer  and  praise  service  conducted  by  Moderator. 

The  Association  was  called  to  order  by  Moderator,  at  3:  35  p.  m. 

The  order  of  business  being  report  of  committees,  Home  Mis- 
sions was  called  for,  and  Bro.  J.  M.  Hyche  presented  the  following 
report : 

HOME  MISSIONS. 

"The  cause  of  Missions,  and  how  to  support  it"- — this  subject 
should  engage  the  minds  of  all  who  believe  the  gospel  is  the  power 
of  God  unto  salvation. 

There  are  three  grand  divisions  of  missionary  work  prosecuted 
by  the  Southern  Baptist  State  Conversion,  towit:  State,  Home  and 
Foreign. 

2.  Our  State  Mission  work  is  a  very  important  work.  It  consists 
in  preaching  the  gospel  to  the  destitute  sections  in  our  State  and 
stirring  up  our  churches  to  an  activity  as  regards  missions  work. 
Much  of  our  State  is  lying  dormant,  in  the  way  of  missions,  and 
needs   to  be  aroused  to  action.     If  the   churches  were   awakened 


throughout  the  State,  our  power  for  mission  work  would  be  greatly 
strengthened. 

3.  The  recent  war  with  Spain  and  the  acquisition  of  new  terri- 
tory in  the  West  India  islands,  has  greatly  enlarged  the  demands  upon 
our  Home  Mission  Board.  A  grear  opportunity  is  presented  to  the 
Baptists  in  this  new  territory,  which  will  greatly  increase  our  con- 
tributions to  its  cause . 

FOREIGN    MISSIONS. 

4.  Let  us  speak  of  our  interest  beyond  our  own  borders.  We 
have  missionary  work  in  China,  Africa,  Italy,  Mexico,  Brazil  and 
Japan — where  the  great  demand  is  partially  met  by  the  efforts  we 
are  putting  forth.  But,  let  us  pray  the  Lord  of  the  harvest  to  send 
forth  laborers  into  the  harvest — and,  brethren,  let  us  pray  for  them 
and  support  them  when  they  go,  that  the  Lord  will  bless  their  labors. 


5.  When  we  speak  of  China  and  the  condition  of  our  mis- 
sionaries, we  hold  our  breath  in  amazement.  Just  think  for  a 
moment:  Four  hundred  and  fifty  millions  of  inhabitants — about 
one-third  of  the  entire  population  of  the  globe — now  killing  and 
ready  to  kill  all  of  God's  servants! 

Brethren,  do  we  believe  the  gospel  is  the  power  of  God  unto 
salvation?  If  so,  let  us  still  preach  it  in  China,  and  send  it  to  every 
nation  and  tongue;  and  let  our  money  and  prayers  go  united  with  it 
in  the  salvation  of  sinners. 

6.  Now,  my  brethren,  these  are  the  fields  in  which  our  noble 
work  is  going  on,  and  their  condition  demands  our  attention.  What 
our  duty  is  towards  them,  let  the  Bible  answer. 

We  believe  the  gospel  is  the  power  of  God  unto  salvation.  That 
is,  through  the  light  of  gospel  teaching,  men  believe  in  Christ  and 
receive  power  to  become  the  sous  of  God.  Men  cannot  be  saved, 
except  they  believe;  they  cannot  believe,  unless  they  hear.  They 
cannot  hear,  without  a  preacher.  He  cannot  preach,  unless  he  is 
sent;  and  if  we  send  him,  we  must  feed  and  clothe  him. 

So.  my  brethren,  we  see  that  God  intends  to  convert  the  world 
through  men,  and  the  use  of  money.  This  convinces  us  that  it  is 
our  duty  to  support  the  missionary  cause. 

Trusting  that  God  may  impress  upon  us  all  the  importance  of 


our  duty,  arid  help  us  to  do  a  greater  work  iu  his  cause  iu  the  future 
than  we  have  in  the  past, 

I  am  most  humbly  yours, 

J.  M.  Hyche,  Chairman. 
Discussed  by  W.  B.  Crumpton. 

Report  on  Foreign  Missions  was  presented  by  Bro.  O.  J.  Waldrop, 
and  is  as  follows : 

FOREIGN   MISSIONS. 


The  Lord  has  wonderfully  blessed  the  work  of  our  churches 
through  their  Foreign  Mission  Board. 

God  so  loved  the  world  that  He  gave  His  only  begotten  Son, 
that  whosoever  believeth  in  Him  shall  not  perish,  but  have  ever- 
lasting life. 

He  wants  the  gospel  preached  to  every  creature.  Millions  of 
men  are  groping  in  darkness  and  night.  God  commands  us  to  give 
them  the  light.  We  rejoice  to  see  that  our  people  seem  to  be  more 
interested  in  this  work  than  formerly.  God  calls  men  into  foreign 
fields  to  preach  His  gospel. 

Cary  and  Judson  were  called  to  do  mission  work.  Paul  was  a 
foreign  missionary. 

We  believe  God  has  special  work  for  us  to  do — the  commission, 
"Go  into  all  the  world  and  preach  the  gospel  to  every  creature." 

The  advance  movement  ordered  by  the  Convention  last  year  has 
met  with  the  hearty  approval  of  our  people.  Many  new  missionaries 
have  been  sent  out.  We  see  that  a  large  number  of  churches  have 
increased  their  gifts.  In  several  instances  there  are  brethren  and 
sisters  who  are  giving  enough  to  pay  the  salary  of  a  missionary. 

The  enlargement  of  the  work  is  not  confined  to  the  home  laud. 
Glorious  have  been  the  successes  in  the  foreign  fields. 

Last  year  we  reported  845  baptisms — the  largest  number  in  the 
history  of  our  work.  This  year  we  report  1,341.  Thus  we  see  that 
while  we  resolved  to  increase  the  work  25  per  cent.,  the  Lord  hon- 
ored our  purpose  of  heart,  and  increased  the  results  in  the  foreign 
fields  over  50  per  cent. 

To  get  an  idea  of  the  wonderful  blessings  of  the  past  few  years, 
let  us  remember  that  in  189fi,  after  over  fifty  years  work,  we  had  in 
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foreign  lauds  a  living  membership  of  3,801.     hi  the  past  three  years 
there  have  beeu  added  by  baptism  2,887. 

The  Southern  Baptists  have  missions  in  six  countries — China, 
Africa,  Japan,  Mexico,  Italy  and  Brazil. 

THE  WORK  IN   GENERAL. 

Total  receipts  of  Foreign  Mission  Board  for  the  past  year  (1899- 
1900),  were  $140,102.30,  against  $109,267.43  last  year. 

One  thousand  three  hundred  and  forty-one  members  were 
baptized. 

Sixteen  new  missionaries  were  sent  out. 

Alabama's  part  in  the  work. 

Last  year  Alabama,  with  128,000  members,  gave  $9,098.59  to 
Foreign  Missions — against  $5,813.89  for  the  previous  year;  an  in- 
crease of  about  90  per  cent.  Which  sum  represents  about  712  cents 
from  each  member  per  year. 

Remember  the  command  to  "Go  into  all  the  world  and  preach 
the  gospel  to  every  creature."    Let  us  do  our  whole  duty  before  God. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

O.  J.  Waldrop,  Chairman. 

Report  on  Sunday-schools  was  called  for,  and  was  presented  by 
Bro.  W.  B.  Earnest,  as  follows: 

REPORT  ON  SUNDAY-SCHOOLS. 

We,  your  committee  on  Sunday-schools,  beg  leave  to  submit  the 
following  report : 

1 .  While  we  regret  to  say  that  the  noble  work  of  Sunday-schools 
has  not  been  pushed  with  such  zeal  and  earnestness  as  the  situation 
demands  in  our  towns,  we  are  glad  to  observe  a  general  awakening 
on  this  line,  as  communicated  by  numerous  reports  from  various 
soiirces. 

2.  We  are  especially  glad  to  note  from  the  report  of  the  Sunday- 
school  Board  to  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention  the  remarkable 
success  of  the  Board  financially ;    and   we   heartily  recommend  a 
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correspondence  with  said  Board  by  the  secretary  of  any  school  in  our 
Association,  in  order  that  we  may  all  be  fully  informed  as  to  the 
purpose  and  plans  of  said  Board  and  become  co-workers  with  them. 

"We  believe  that  the  Association  should  contribute  to  the  Bible 
fund  of  this  Board,  and  thus  aid  in  the  distribution  of  the  word  of 
life  to  as  many  and  as  soon  as  possible. 

We  call  attention  to  the  reduction  in  prices  of  Sunday-school 
literature.  Advanced  quarterlies  now  only  cost  2  cents  per  quarter 
— 8  cents  per  year. 

In  conclusion,  we  recommend  that  this  Association  request  its 
clerk  to  determine  from  the  letters  of  the  churches  vvhat  churches 
have  Sunday-schools  and  what  churches  have  none,  and  let  the 
minutes  of  this  Association  show  a  column  for  each,  so  that  onr 
Board  can  see  where  to  work — so  that  we  may  find  our  annual  en- 
tries showing  twelve  months  Sunday-school  in  every  church 

We  have  a  prosperous  Sunday-school  in  our  church — doing  more 
the  past  year  than  ever  before. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

W.  B.  Earnest,  Chairman. 
The  report  was  adopted. 

Rf  port  on  Orphans'  Home  being  called  for,  in  the  absence  of  the 
committee  Bro.  J.  W.  Stewart  submitted  the  following  report,  which 
was  adopted: 

REPORT  ON  ORPHANS'  HOME. 

Your  committee  find  that  the  Louise  Short  Baptist  Widows'  and 
Orphans'  Home  of  Alabama,  located  at  Evergreen,  has  been  in-  ex- 
istence little  more  than  seven  years.  It  is  under  the  control  of  the 
Alabama  State  Baptist  Convention,  and  is  managed  by  our  brother, 
Jno.  W.  Stewart.  It  had  an  humble  beginning,  and  it  has  not  been 
without  trials,  but  the  blessing  of  the  Lord  has  been  upon  it. 

Since  it  began  there  have  been  gathered  into  it  13  S  children.  Of 
these,  2  boys  have  been  apprenticed,  2  boys  and  1  girl  have  been 
irregularly  discharged,  2  boys  and  4  girls  have  died,  13  boys  and  18 
girls  have  been  returned  to  their  people,  and  15  boys  and  15  girls 
have  been  adopted — leaving  in  the  Home  29  boys  and  3T  girls. 

The  boys  are  taught  to  do  farm  work,  and  the  girls  do  various 


12 

kinds  of  house  work.  The  children  attend  the  Agricultural'School, 
and  all  attend  Sunday-school  and  church ;  and  every  evening  they 
have  singing,  reading  of  the  scriptures,  and  prayer. 

Ten  dollars  a  day  is  hardly  sufficient  for  their  general  support, 
and  another  building  is  urgently  needed. 

We  recommend  that  all  our  churches  send  contributions  to  Bro. 
Stewart,  at  Evergreen,  to  help  care  for  these  children — so  that  they 
may  say,  "Lord,  when  saw  we  Thee  an  hungered,  and  fed  Thee; 
and  naked,  and  clothed  Thee,"  and  our  Lord  shall  answer,  "Inas- 
much as  ye  have  done  it  unto  one  of  the  least  of  these,  ye  have  done 
it  unto  me." 

Respectfully  submitted, 

M.  P.  Reynolds. 

Discussed  by  Bro.  J.  W.  Stewart. 

It  was  moved  and  seconded,  that  the  appointment  of  the  Finan- 
cial Committee  be  rescinded,  and  that  the  funds  be  turned  over  to 
Treasurer.     Motion  carried. 

MISCELLANEOUS  BUSINESS. 

Moved  and  seconded,  that  we  meet  in  the  morning  session  at 
9 :  00  o'clock.     Motion  carried. 

The  Committee  on  Nominations  are:  Brethren  Gray,  Robinson, 
Livingood,  Baker. 

Moved  and  seconded,  that  we  adjourn  to  meet  tomorrow  morn- 
ing at  9 :  00  o'clock.     Motion  carried. 


SECOND  DAY. 


Morning    Session. 

After  prayer  and  praise  service,  led  by  Rev.  Joe  A.  Howard,  the 
Association  was  called  to  order  at  9 :  30  o'clock. 

Report  on  Religious  Literature  being  called  for,  Bro.  J.  J. 
Walker  presented  the  following  report,  which,  upon  motion  and 
second,  was  adopted: 
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REPORT  ON  RELIGIOUS  LITERATURE. 

To  the  Bessemer  Association  ;  We,  your  committee,  beg 
leave  to  report  as  follows : 

We  should  do  everything  iu  our  power  to  place  the  best  litera- 
ture in  the  hands  of  our  children,  and  teach  them  the  Bible,  as  cor- 
rectly as  possible ;  that  our  Savior  came  to  save  everyone  that  would 
look  to  and  believe  and  trust  in  him ;  that  he  would  forgive  their 
sins  if  they  would  turn  from  their  evil  ways  and  look  to  Him  as  their 
Savior.  When  they  realize  that  they  are  sinners  and  lost,  if  they 
do  not  leave  off  their  sins,  they  will  look  to  Christ  and  beg  him  for 
help. 

We  find  in  the  scriptures  that  Christ  said,  as  Moses  lifted  up 
the  serpent  in  the  wilderness  so  must  He  (Christ)  be  lifted  up, 
that  whosoever  believed  in  Him  should  not  perish,  but  have  ever- 
lasting life.  We,  find  that  the  refusal  of  the  Children  of  Israel  to 
follow  the  commands  of  God,  was  the  reason  God  sent  fiery  serpents 
to  bite  and  destroy  them;  and  when  the  serpents  were  biting  them, 
and  they  were  dying,  they  asked  Moses  to  call  on  God  to  help  them. 
God  told  Moses  to  make  a  brazen  serpent  and  raise  it  on  a  pole,  so 
that  when  they  were  bitten  they  could  look  on  the  serpent  and  be 
healed.  So,  the  Savior  must  be  lifted  up  to  the  sin-bitten  world  of 
sinful  man,  by  the  church  of  Christ.  If  we  can  get  the  sinner  to 
see  and  believe  in  Christ  and  turn  from  sin,  then  he  will  join  the 
Christian  host  for  good,  instead  of  serving  the  wicked  one,  or  satan. 

We  desire  to  recommend  to  the  brotherhood  the  Alabama  Bap- 
tist, price  $1.50;  also,  Ihe  Foreign  Mission  Journal,  price  35  cents 
per  year,  and  Our  Home  Field,  price  10  cents ;  and  for  our  Sunday- 
schools,  the  literature  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention,  at  Nash- 
ville, Tennessee 

Respectfxilly  submitted, 

J.  J.  Walker,  Chairman. 

Report  on  Denominational  Education  being  called  for,  Bro.  W. 
R.  Ivey  presented  the  following  report — which,  upon  motion  and 
second,  was  adopted : 

DENOMINATIONAL  EDUCATION. 

Your  Committee  on  Denomina! ional  Education  beg  leave  to 
report  as  follows : 
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"We  recognize  as  one  of  the  most  hopeful  signs  of  our  times  the 
great  interest  that  is  manifested  upon  the  subject  of  education. 
Men  of  thought  are  searching  in  every  department  of  life  for  greater 
knowledge.  We  also  note  that  the  development  of  the  mind  while 
neglecting  the  morals,  adds  strength  to  the  powers  of  evil.  We  do 
not  believe  that  any  system  of  education  should  be  encouraged  that 
does  Dot  look  to  the  cultivation  of  the  heart,  and  the  development  of 
Christian  character.  We  fear  that  the  tendency  of  our  system  of 
State  schools  is  towards  the  development  of  the  intellect  only.  Es- 
tablished and  maintained  by  the  State,  they  are  restricted  to  mental 
and  physical  culture,  without  reference  to  the  heart  life  which  is  of 
the  greatest  importance  to  our  youug  men  and  women.  What  is 
the  remedy?  We  should  have  denominational  schools  thoroughly 
equipped,  and  supported  by  the  denomination. 

We  note  with  pride  that  the  Baptists  of  Alabama  are  becoming 
thoroughly  aroused  to  this  fact,  and  have  arisen  in  their  might  and 
paid  off  the  indebtedness  of  the  Judson  and  Howard,  and  have  given 
liberally  of  their  means  for  the  improvement  of  the  property  of  the 
Central  Female  College  at  Tuscaloosa.  The  Howard  and  the  Judson 
are  strictly  ours,  with  their  magnificent  property,  and  are  out  of 
debt !  We  are  proud  of  this  fact,  and  yet  we  regret  that  this  fact 
has  not  sufficiently  taken  hold  of  some  of  our  people  to  cause  them 
to  appreciate  their  responsibility  and  obligation  to  these  institutions 
by  their  patronage  and  support. 

We  earnestly  commend  to  our  people  as  worthy  of  their  consid- 
eration and  support,  the  Judson  Institute,  of  Marion,  Ala.— which 
has  Rev.  R.  G.  Patrick,  D.  D.,  as  its  worthy  and  successful  president ; 
Howard  College,  at  East  Lake— with  Prof.  F.  M.  Roof,  who  is  full 
of  energy,  enthusiasm  and  conservatism,  at  its  head;  the  Central 
Female  College,  at  Tuscaloosa— with  our  own  Rev.  B.  H.  Giles  in 
charge.  All  of  these  institutions  we  heartily  recommend  as  thor- 
oughly Christian  in  their  work,  as  well  as  giving  equal  advantages 
in  every  other  department  of  education  to  the  best  of  the  laud. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

W.  R.  Ivey,  Chairman. 

The  above  report  was  discussed  by  Bro.  R.  J.  Waldrop  and  Bro. 
M.  M.  Wood,  of  Birmingham  Association. 

Report  on  Ministerial  Education  being  called  for,  Bro.  Neuman 


Huey  presented  the  following  report,  which,  upou  motion  and  second, 
was  adopted : 

MINISTERIAL  EDUCATION. 

The  necessity  for  ministerial  education  is  apparent  to  every 
thoughtful  mind.  If  education  be  a  necessary  factor  in  the  highest 
success  of  men  of  other  vocations,  it  is  no  less  needful  for  the 
preacher.  If  he  be  a  man  of  ordinary  endowments,  his  only  hope 
of  a  successful  career  lies  in  a  good  use  of  the  opportunity  for  edu- 
cation: and  if  possessed  of  extraordinary  gifts,  his  usefulness  will 
be  all  the  greater  for  having  made  thorough  preparation.  Even  the 
lamp  of  genius  shines  brighter  through  a  polished  globe.  "He  that 
soweth  sparingly  shall  also  reap  sparingly." 

The  character  of  the  preacher's  environments  makes  it  all  the 
more  needful  that  he  should  be  educated.  As  a  denomination  it 
would  be  suicidal  to  neglect  the  education  of  our  young  ministers. 
The  pastors  are  the  divinely  appointed  leaders  in  the  church,  and  the 
character  of  their  leadership,  more  than  any  other  human  element, 
will  determine  the  power  and  dignity  of  the  church.  As  Baptists, 
we  have  much  to  he  thankful  for  in  our  rapidly  increasing  number 
of  educated  ministers  and  the  remarkable  growth  and  development 
of  our  denomination;  but,  with  the  spirit  of  education  which  char- 
acterizes all  evangelical  denominations,  how  soon  we  would  be  left 
behind,  if  we  should  neglect  the  elucation  of  our  sons  in  the  min- 
istry. 

The  character  and  scope  of  the  preacher's  work  emphasize  the 
necessity  of  his  education.  "What  calliug  is  more  worthy  the  best 
there  is  in  a  man,  than  the  gospel  ministry?  "He  that  desireth  the 
office  of  a  bishop  desireth  a  good  work." 

Should  he  who  teaches  the  science  of  this  life  be  educated? 
Much  more  he  who  is  to  teach  the  science  of  eternal  life.  If  he 
should  be  skilled  who  is  to  give  relief  to  the  body,  should  he  have 
less  skill  who  is  to  "bind  up  the  broken  in  heart?" 

Think,  too,  of  the  scope  of  the  preacher's  work.  His  message  is 
one  of  universal  interest.  Christianity  was  instituted  to  touch  and 
uplift  human  life  at  every  poiut.  Who  is  suffi?ieut  for  these  things? 
If  Paul,  with  a  mind  trained  by  Gamaliel  and  illuminated  by  the 
Holy  Ghost,  shrunk  from  the  responsibility  of  so  high  a  calling,  shall 
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we  content  ourselves  with  anything  less  than  the  best  possible  prep- 
aration? 

The  time  was  when  the  ministry  of  this  country  were  com- 
pelled to  do  the  best  they  conld  with  little  or  no  school  training. 
God  bless  the  pioneer  preachers!  Many  of  their  names,  like  the 
seventy,  were  never  written  save  in  Heaven's  register.  But  that 
day  is  past.  With  Howard  College  at  East  Lake,  and  the  Seminary 
at  Louisville,  no  young  man  who  is  called  of  God  to  preach  the 
gospel  needs  to  go  to  work  with  a  dull  axe. 

The  number  of  ministerial  students  at  Howard  College  last 
session  was  thirty-one  (31.)  The  number  enrolled  in  Howard  Col- 
lege the  present  session,  eighteen  (18.) 

Respectfully, 

Newman  Huey. 


Afternoon   Session. 

After  singing,  the  Association  was  called  to  order  at  2: 15  P.  M. 

The  report  on  State  Missions  was  read,  and  discussed  by  Bros. 

J.  W.  Stewart  and  M.  M.  Wood,  after  which  the  same  was  adopted: 

STATE   MISSIONS. 

The  State  Mission  Board  was  organized  in  1875,  so  that  it  has 
been  in  existence  just  a  quarter  of  a  century.  From  the  beginning 
of  Birmingham,  the  Board  has  been  an  important  factor  in  the  up- 
building of  Baptist  interests  in  this  district.  Probably  the  present 
strength  of  the  denomination  in  the  city  and  surrounding  towns  is 
largely  due  to  the  helping  hand,  extended  by  the  Board  in  the  begin- 
ning of  Ihe  development  of  this  section.  Doubtless  wilhout  any 
assistance  from  the  outside  Ihere  would  lave  been  churches,  for  the 
surrounding  country  was  filled  with  Baptists ;  but  there  could  not 
have  been  what  we  now  see,  but  for  the  prompt  assistance  extended 
by  the  Board. 

The  scope  of  the  work  of  the  Board  has  been  enlarged,  and  the 
name  changed  accordingly.  It  is  now  the  State  Board  of  Missions 
— the  Board  becoming  the  agent  of  all  missions  in  the  State. 

Some  colport  age  work  is  being  done  by  the  Board.  The  Sunday- 
school  Board  at  Nashville,  Tennessee,  donated  to  the  State  Board 
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three  hundred  dollars  worth  of  Bibles,  which  have  been  disposed  of 
to  great  advantage. 

There  are  many  towns,  some  of  them  educational  centers  and 
factory  towns,  which  need  and  must  have  the  fostering  care  of  the 
Board,  if  the  Baptists  hold  on  to  the  children  who  atteud  the  schools 
and  the  people  who  work  in  the  factories. 

The  Board  has  more  than  forty  men  in  its  employ.  It  could 
easily  employ  two  hundred  and  fifty,  if  it  had  the  meaus. 

The  Pledge  card  and  envelope  sysl  em  is  being  recommended  to 
the  churches.  Wherever  the  plan  has  besn  adopted  and  worked  in 
the  State,  the  results  have  been  most  satisfactory.  "A  contribution 
from  every  member"  ought  to  be  the  motto  of  every  church. 

We  recommend  this  system  to  the  churches  of  the  Bessemer 
Association.  Everything  needed  can  be  had  without  cost  by  writing 
the  Secretary  of  the  Board  at  Montgomery,  Ala. 

The  amount  for  missions  suggested  by  the  Board  is  $300.00  for 
the   Bessemer  Association.     We  recommend  to  the  body  that  we 
adopt  the  figures  and  apportion  out  the  same  to  the  churches. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

The  Committee. 

The  report  on  B.  Y.  P.  U.  being  called  for,  Bro.  J.  E.  Wilson 
presented  the  following  report : 

YOUNG  PEOPLE'S  WORK. 

Your  Committee  on  Young  People's  Societies  and  Work  beg  to 
submit. the  following: 

It  has  now  been  some  fifteen  years  since  the  beginning  of  this 
noble  work.  During  the  first  ten  years  much  was  said  against  this 
great  movement,  but  in  the  face  of  opposition  and  obstruction,  the 
work  has  gone  on  from  conquest  to  victory  as  if  propelled  by  divine 
power,  and  today  there  is  scarcely  a  voice  raised  against  this  divinely 
appointed  movement  for  the  training  of  and  developing  the  latent 
powers  in  our  churches.  It  is  now  recognized  as  a  necessity,  and  no 
live  church  can  afford  to  be  without  these  unions.  Our  forefathers 
realized  the  need  of  such  work  when  they  would  ask  the  question, 
How  can  we  develop  our  young  people?    Especially  were  our  South- 
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ern  people  slow  in  realizing  the  God-given  opportunities  it  presented 
for  the  training  of  the  great  host  of  young  people,  but  when  once 
we  were  made  to  realize  the  good  results  that  would  follow,  no  sec- 
tion or  denomination  has  taken  hold  of  the  work  more  heartily  or 
more  zealously  than  we,  and  none  have  been  more  abundantly 
blessed  with  results. 

We  have  now  within  the  bounds  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Con- 
vention a  band  of  consecrated  young  people  fully  equipped  for  the 
Master's  work  with  heart  and  mind  to  do  whatever  the  Lord  calls 
them  to  do. 

There  are  more  young  people  today  that  are  ready  to  say  in  the 
language  of  one  of  olden  time,  "Here  I  am ;  send  me — send  me,"  and 
we  predict  that  they  will  accomplish  more  work  for  the  Master  in 
the  days  to  come  than  we  have  done. 

The  writer  is  made  to  think  of  the  lack  of  such  training  when 
he  was  young,  never  haviug  received  any  such  training,  not  so  much 
as  a  word  of  encouragement  from  any  person  in  his  young  days — 
but  it  seemed  that  nothing  but  sneers  and  scorn  to  be  met,  until  on 
a  time  loaded  down  with  the  neglect  of  duty,  my  pastor  realizing 
the  fact,  approached  him  on  the  subject,  to  which  the  writer  made 
the  following  reply,  "There  are  so  many  chunks  in  the  way."  He 
said  they  would  always  be  in  the  way  if  I  would  allow  them. 

Brethren,  there  is  nothing  does  so  much  good  as  a  little  en- 
couragement from  our  friends ;  so,  let  us  not  be  negligent  aloug  this 
line  any  more. 

The  condition  of  our  young  people  in  our  Associat  ion  is  very 
encouraging,  and  the  future  prospect  is  bright  and  promising.  Since 
our  last  associational  meeting  there  has  been  some  encouraging 
work  done  among  the  young  people.  Some  are  actively  engaged  in 
church  work,  while  others  are  patiently  waiting  for  an  assignment 
by  tho  pastors. 

Reports  from  the  State  show  an  increase  of  fifteen  unions  since 
the  last  Convention.  B.  Y.  P.  U.  and  the  State  Secretary  and  Exec- 
utive Committee  are  hard  at  work  striving  to  get  others  organized. 

"We  recommend  that  our  pastors  urge  the  young  people  to  sub- 
scribe for  our  two  papers — The  Baptist  Union  and  The  Alabama 
Baptist. 

Let  us  bestir  ourselves  to  our  duty  toward  our  youug  people,  for 
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so  much  has  been  done  without  us,  what  cau  and  will  be  accom- 
plished by  our  help  aud  co-operatiou  with  the  movement  of  our 
young  people. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

J.  E.  Wilson. 

Discussed  by  Bros.  J.  E.  Wilson,  C.  O.  Livengood,  F.  H.  Far- 
rington,  M.  M.  Wood,  W.  R.  Ivey  and  E.  J  Barksdale;  and,  upon 
motion,  was  adopted. 

Report  on  Temperance  being  called  for,  and  there  being  none  by 
the  committee,  a  motion  was  made  that  the  report  be  made  and 
submitted  to  the  Executive  Board  for  their  consideration,  and  if 
proper,  that  it  be  printed  in  minutes. 

REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  TEMPERANCE. 

The  Committee  on  Temperance  would  urge  upon  the  churches 
of  this  Association  the  importance  of  this  subject  The  giant  evil 
of  intoxicating  drink  is  still  stalking  abroad  in  our  midst,  and  many 
of  our  young  men  are  being  led  astray  and  made  the  victims  of  this 
monstrous  destroyer  of  both  soul  and  body. 

As  we  take  in  the  situation,  we  see  no  visible  marks  of  advance 
in  the  Temperance  cause  in  the  bounds  of  this  Association. 

We  see  the  open  saloons  in  abundance,  which  regard  not  the 
worth  of  the  souls  of  men,  neither  the  laws  of  God  or  man;  robbing 
God  of  His  holy  Sabbath — which  is  ordained  of  God  himself  for  rest 
and  service — holding  many  from  God's  house,  and  sending  others 
away  crazed  with  intoxicating  drink  to  fill  our  churches  with  the 
odor  of  strong  drink,  causing  them  to  disturb  public  worship,  and 
filling  our  jails  and  penitentiaries  with  victims.  And  while  we  can 
see  all  this  and  thousands  of  other  evils  brought  about  by  the  intoxi- 
cating bowl,  we  find  many  members  of  the  church  who  advocate  the 
open  salocn,  and  visit  those  doggeries  for  the  purpose  of  participating 
in  this  evil  and  setting  the  example  of  intemperance  before  their 
children  and  the  risiug  generation.  Furthermore,  we  see  churches 
retaining  in  membership  men  who  are  guilty  of  this  sin.  Brethren, 
can  we  afford  this,  while  God's  word  is  so  plain — holding  back  the 
good  and  humble  that  believe  in  the  church  coming  up  to  the  gospel 
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standard,  the  world  losing  their  influence  because  of  the  intemperate 
church  member.     We  leave  this  for  your  consideration. 

Brethren,  arise  to  the  strength  of  your  manhood,  and  help  in 
this  great  struggle  for  Temperance.  Hold  up  for  temperance  in 
every  possible  way,  work  for  temperance,  talk  for  temperance,  and 
vote  for  temperance.  If  all  the  members  of  this  Association  will 
resolve  that  "From  now  until  God  shall  call  me  hence  I  am  for  tem- 
perance, and  my  work  and  prayers  will  be  to  this  end,"  it  won't  be 
long  before  the  change  will  come;  and  many  an  eye  that  is  wet  to- 
day, and  many  a  heart  that  is  bleeding  because  of  intemperance, 
will  be  made  to  sparkle  and  rejoice  because  their  loved  sons  are 
redeemed. 

Bro.  J.  C.  Vines  presented  the  following  report  on  Spiritual 
Conditions : 

SPIRITUAL  CONDITIONS. 

We,  your  Committee  on  the  Spiritual  Conditions  of  the  Church, 
report  that  from  reading  letters  addressed  to  the  Association,  we 
presume  that  the  condition  is  just  medium — as  there  have  not  been 
many  revivals,  as  yet. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

J.  C.  Vines. 

There  was  no  discussion.     Report  adopted. 

Report  on  Nominations  being  called  for,  Bro.  F.  G.  Robertson 
presented  the  following  report,  which  was  adopted : 

NOMINATIONS. 

We,  your  Committee  on  Nominations,  report  as  follows: 

We  recommend  that  the  next  session  of  this  body  be  held  with 

Ork  Grove  Church.     Bro.  L.  P.  Craig  to  preach  the  introductory 

sermon;  Bro.  W.  B.  Earnest,  alternate.     The  missionary  sermon  to 

be  supplied  after  the  body  meets. 

We  recommend  that  the  time  of  meeting  be  set  by  the  Executive 

Board. 
.    Executive  Committee — W.    R.    Ivey,    W.    S.   Harrison,   O.    J. 

Waldrop,  R.  A.  Baker,  J.  C.  Vines. 


To  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention— W.  R.  Ivey. 
To  the  Baptist  State  Couvention-T.  P.  Waller,  C.  D.  Brown, 
C.  O.  Livelihood. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

S.  G.  Robertson,  Chairman. 

Report  of  Treasurer  being  called  for,   Bro.  T.  P.  Waller  made 
the  following  report,  which,  without  discussion,  was  adopted: 

TREASURER'S  REPORT. 

T.  P.   Wallek,  Treasurer. 

In  Account  with 

Bessemer  Baptist  Association. 

1899.  Dk- 

Oct.  18.     To  amount  Wylam  Church         -  -00 

"         "        Pleasant  Ridge  Church    -        -        -        -  f  1  00 

Oak  Grove  Church -50 

'<         "        Dolomite  Church l  0° 

Canaan  Church x  °° 

"        "        Blue  Creek  Church l  50; 

"         "        Bessemer  Church      -        -        -        -        -     2  95 

Advertising 14  00 

#•22  95 


Ck. 


By  amount  paid  Minutes   -        -        -        -        -        -    $18  00 

„         tt  ,,      Clerk 4  95-$22  95 

Respectfully  submitted, 

T.  P.  Waller,  Treasurer. 
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RECEPTION  OF  CHURCHES. 

We,  your  Committee  on  Petitionary  Letters,  recommend  the 
reception  of  the  Union  and  Jonesboro  churches. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

W.    R.   IVEY, 

O.  J.  Waldrop, 
J.  J.  Walker, 

Committee. 

Under  head  of  "Miscellaneous  Business"  a  motion  was  made, 

and  seconded,  that  we  adopt  the  system  of  Fifth  Sunday  meetings. 

Carried. 

After  which  a  motion  was  made,  and  seconded,  that  the  Fifth 
Sunday  meeting  in  December  be  held  with  Pleasant  Ridge  church. 

Carried. 

Motion  made,  and  seconded,  that  the  arrangement  of  program, 
etc.,  be  left  with  the  Executive  Committee. 

Carried. , 

The  following  resolution  of  thanks  was  presented  by  Bro.  J.  E. 
Wilson,  and  was  adopted  by  a  rising  vote: 

Resolved,  That  we  extend  to  Pleasant  Ridge  church  and  com- 
munity our  heartfelt  thanks  for  their  hospitality  in  caring  for  the 
Association. 

The  following  Standing  Committees  were  appointed : 

STANDING  COMMITTEES. 

State  Missions— C.  O.  Liveugood. 

Home  Missions — J.  E.  Wilson. 

Foreign  Missions — R.  A.  Baker. 

Sunday-Schools— J.  A.  Roberts. 

Young  People's  Work— C.  O.  Livengood. 

Education,  Religions,  Religious  Literature,  Etc.— W.  F. 
Bryant. 

Denominational  Education—  Robinson. 
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Ministerial  Education — M.  M.  Gwiu. 
Orphans'  Home — O.  J.  Waldrop. 
Temperance — Sol.  Hay. 
Spiritual  Condition — T.  Ryan . 

Moved,  and  seconded,  that  the  Clerk  be  allowed  ten  dollars  for 
his  services.     Carried. 

A  collection  was  taken  for  Bro.  Brown,  (a  blind  preacher  from 
North  River  Association. )     Amount  contributed,  $3.45. 

There  being  no  further  business,  the  Association  adjourned. 

While  singing  No. ,  Gospel  Hymns,'  the  parting  hand  was 

extended ;  after  which,  Bro.  Farrington  led  in  prayer. 

Thus  ended  most  harmoniously  the  first  annual  session  of  the 
Bessemer  Baptist  Association. 
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Wylam   .     .     . 

25  00 

20  00 

15  00 

5  00 

Total  

$303  00 

$210  00 

$100  00 

$  40  00 

STATISTICS   OF  BESSEMER 

BAPTIST 

ASSOCIATION 

—1900. 
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Superintendent's  Name 
and  Post  Office. 

ft9          r 
«  •      2  £ 

tf         PS 

Bine  Creek  .  .  . 
Bessemer    .  .  .  . 

Dolomite    

Jonesboro  .  .  .  . 
Oak  Grove   .  .  . 
Pleasant  Ridge  . 

Jefferson  . 
Jefferson  . 
Jefferson  . 
Jefferson  . 
Jefferson  . 
Jefferson  . 
Jefferson  . 
Jefferson  . 

Rev.  W.  R.  Ivey  ,  .  .  . 
Rev.  J.  F.  Parker  .... 
Rev.  G.  W.  Lovell   .  .  . 
Rev.  F.  H.  Farrington  . 

Rev.  A.  White 

Rev.  M.  M.  Wood  .  .  . 
Rev.  J.  A.  Glenn  .... 
Rev.  R.  A.  Baker  .... 

T.  P.  Waller  .  . 
W.  S.  Harrison. 
J.  C.  Colley  .   . 
J.  Z.  Houston  . 
J.!A.  Roberts  . 
Newman  Huey. 
R.  T.  Jones  .  .  . 
John  Thomas   . 

Bessemer  .  .  . 
Morgan  .  .  .  . 
Dolomite  .  .  . 
Jonesboro   .  . 

Bessemer  .  .  . 
Turpin  .  .  .  . 
Wylam  .  .  .   . 

89 
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136 
144 

70 
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15 

19 
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1 

1 

2 

1 
1 

5 

89 
161 

29 
143 
135 

87 

76 

946 

5 

7 
6 
8 
8 
6 
7 

59 

60 
63 
75 
95 
60 
75 
100 

623 

W.  S.  Harrison,  Morgan  . 
Chas.  D.  Brown,  Dolomite 
G.  F.  Collins,  Jonesboro..  . 
J.  A.  Roberts,  Ezra   .    .    . 
B.  B.  Waldrop,  Bessemer. 
A.  B.  Harris,  Turpin  .    .    . 
Jno.  Thomas,  Wylam   .    . 

3rd  .  .  No  .  .  Yes .  . 
lst-3d  Yes.  .Yes.  . 
2nd  .  .|Yes  .  .  Yes 

1st,  .  .  No  .  .  Ya 
2nd  .  .Yes.  .  Ye-  . 

2nd  .  .Yes  .  .Yes  .  . 

Each.  1  Yes.  .Yes.  . 

1               ! 

FINANCIAL  EXHIBIT   OF   BESSEMER   BAPTIST   ASSOCIATION— 1900. 


Missions. 

Education. 
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Bessemer   .... 

Canaan    

Dolomite    .... 

$  34  15 

2  50 

19  77 

1  00 

5  50 

10  00 

10  60 

10  00 

$  17  95 

$107  10 

2  00 

3  00 

$61  03 
2  00 

$  5  00 

$12  50 
1  50 

$10  76 

$25  00 
1  50 

$25  00 

$  27  00 
35  60 

$  50  50 

2  00 

12  65 

1  00 

5  50 

10  00 

16  16 

18  29 

$  19  15 

$  2  50 

2  00 

1  20 

2  00 
2  00 
2  00 
1  50 

$i,iio  oo 

50  00 
176  25 

75  00 

100  00 

200  00 

not  stat'd 

$     586  25 

14  08 

19  95 

312  91 

30  00 
40  00 

77  15 

$220  50 
25  79 
43  31 

13  25 
20  00 
34  65 

57  00 

$    3  45 

$2,277  29 
136  97 
276  93 
319  11 
101  25 
239  89 
323  95 
214  44 

$      40  55 

$  6,000  00 
575  00 
800  00 

Jonesboro  .... 

3  00 

Oak  Grove   .  .  . 

250  00 

Pleasant  Ridge  . 

7  50 

7  52 

10  00 

7  50 

7  52 

10  00 

15  15 

10  00 
2  00 

.   .   .  . 

27  74 

1,075  00 

1,000  00 

800  00 

Union      .... 

3  00 

50 
2  00 

Wylam 

28  50 

Coll' us  at  Ass'n. 



$111  47 

$137  12  $88  05 

$11  00 

$16  50 

125  91 

$38  50 

$25  00 

$131  34 

$135  25 

$11  20 

$1,711  25 

$1,080  34[$417  95 

$3,930  38 

$10,500  00 

